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MaxStream Radio Setup

This document is designed to explain the basics of MaxStream radio configuration and how to set them up with ICL controllers.  It will assume that you have some familiarity with the EtherLogic controllers and have spent at least some time going through the ICL Quick Start Guide.  The controllers used for this write-up are EtherLogic LCs but the information is applicable to the entire EtherLogic line.

Radios are often used in situations where wired connections between controllers prove to be either financially or physically infeasible.  However, due to their line of site limitation, repeaters are often required in mountainous areas to insure that communications are stable.  To ensure that an efficient and effective radio network is designed, it is always a good idea to run a radio survey of an area early in the design phase.  

We will only be covering point to multipoint applications of MaxStream radios, as most applications require the use of this configuration.  (In reality, at the radio level, MaxStream applications work using a multi-drop format.)  Even applications that can be designed using a point to point configuration will work correctly in point to multipoint and will have more flexibility for future expansion without reconfiguring radios.

Radio Setup

MaxStream radios come from ICL pre-configured and ready to go.  In most situations you will not need to modify the settings.  

In the event that you do need to load a configuration onto the radio, follow the directions below.

You will need the MaxStream X-CTU software.  A copy can be obtained from their website at http://www.maxstream.net/support/xctu/setup_x-ctu.exe or by visiting MaxStream.net and going to the downloads section.

In most situations you will also need the default configuration file that ICL uses for MaxStream Radios.  This can be obtained by contacting customer support at support@iclinks.com. 

After obtaining these two items you can program a MaxStream radio with a standard configuration that works in most situations.  To start the download process, locate the diagnostic port on the EtherLogic unit.  This is located on the side of the unit next to the port for the antenna cable.  
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Connect one end of a null modem cable to the port and connect the other end to your PC.  If no serial connector is available on your PC, a USB to serial converter can be used.  Please see the notes at the bottom of the document for ICL’s recommendations.

Now power up the EtherLogic and launch the X-CTU software.
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Notes

· ICL recommends using the Saelig USB to Serial converter.  It has been used in many applications without any problems.  
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